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A) Introduction : 
  Agriculture is the primary source of livelihood for about 58% of India’s population 

and also backbone of Indian economy. The major population of rural area is depending on 

agriculture and allied sector however their dependence is on huge population residing in 

urban area who consume huge amount of farm produce like vegetable cereals, pulses, fruits 

on daily basis. Agriculture sector is threatened like all sectors by the ongoing lockdown as 

effect of covid-19 .The lockdown is overlapped exactly on harvesting times of most of rabbi 

crops and preparatory tillage operation for kharif crops. Harvesting, marketing, storage , post 

harvest  operations of vegetable, flower and fruit crops has been severely  affected due to 

lockdown. Farmers are destroyed due to price crash of Agriculture produce, uncertainty on 

starting of new season etc. Being Priority and primary sector of Indian economy issues & 

difficulties  faced Agriculture need to addressed and solved on top most priority.  So it is 

essential and imperative to study the effect of Covid-19 on farm, farming and Agriculture as a 

whole. Detail analysis of actual   problems encountered, difficulties faced by farmers only 

going to help in finding solutions to it. Traditionally farmer is always known to be warrior 

who overcomes all odds may be posed by nature or manmade, As there are threats posed by 

this pandemic so are the opportunities which needs to be harvested such as new marketing 

models of Direct to home supply of agriculture produce such as vegetables, fruits etc. Hence 

it is imperative to study farmers strategy post Covid scenario, for disaster management, 

changing cropping plan, new marketing and selling techniques etc. 

Objectives 

1)  To study the problems faced by farmers for production during Covid-19  

2)  To analyze and explore opportunities in farming during pre and post Covid 

3)  To know the suggestions for the problems faced by farmer production during Covid. 

 



Methodology 

The research is going to conduct in Sangli district of Maharashtra where farming is 

major occupation .The questionnaires will be used to collect the data. The sample size will be 

60. The farmers will be randomly selected. 

Review of literature 

Immediate Challenges 

In spite of all these measures and in view of continuing restrictions on movements of people 

and vehicular traffic, concerns have been raised regarding negative implications of COVID19 

pandemic on the farm economy. This is the peak of rabi season in India and crops like wheat, 

gram, lentil, mustard, etc. (including paddy in irrigated tracts) are at harvestable stage or 

almost reaching maturity. This is also the time when the farm harvests reach 

the mandis (market yards) for assured procurement operations by designated government 

agencies. Moreover, any severe disruption to the supply of perishable fruits and vegetables, 

dairy products, fish, etc. having mobilized to meet the increasing demand from a bulging 

middle class as well as urban and rural consumers, may create irreparable damage to all 

actors in the supply chain. The migration of workers from few parts to their native places has 

also triggered panic buttons, as they are crucial for both harvesting operations and post-

harvest handling of produce in storage and marketing centers. The Union Home Ministry, in a 

very significant move, has notified to exclude movement of farmers, farm laborers and 

harvesting and sowing-related machines from the purview of lockdown. 

Making the food grains, fruits and vegetables and other essential items available to 

consumers, both in rural and urban areas, is the most critical challenge for Government 

machinery during the lockdown period. Smooth functioning of the supply chain, with 

adequate safety measures for the people involved, is of paramount importance. 

Transportation of public distribution system (PDS) items to last mile delivery agents, by both 

rail and road, has to be ensured by respective Government agencies. Distribution of the 

commodities to vulnerable population, while maintaining prescribed guidelines and protocol, 

particularly of social distancing, must be effectively monitored. 

Agriculture and supply chains 

COVID-19 is disrupting some activities in agriculture and supply chains. Preliminary reports 

show that the non-availability of migrant labor is interrupting some harvesting activities, 

particularly in northwest India where wheat and pulses are being harvested. There are 

disruptions in supply chains because of transportation problems and other issues. Prices have 

declined for wheat, vegetables, and other crops, yet consumers are often paying more. Media 

reports show that the closure of hotels, restaurants, sweet shops, and tea shops during the 

lockdown is already depressing milk sales. Meanwhile, poultry farmers have been badly hit 

due to misinformation, particularly on social media, that chicken are the carriers of COVID-

19. 

 



Possible shortages ahead  

An immediate consequence of this should make the government weary and alert to a possible 

sharp spike in the price of vegetables and other commercial crops due to large scale changes 

in cropping patterns. Large buffer stocks in paddy and wheat mean that food grains shortage 

due to poor harvest is unlikely, at least this year. The case of commercial crops and 

vegetables is more complex. The decision to plant these is largely dependent on realization 

price in the preceding season. A collapse in returns means that farmers are likely to shift to 

another crop thereby substantially altering supply dynamics and with it prices. This, in turn, 

may have a bearing on food inflation.  

In india 82% farmers have very poor shock absorbing capacity and 54% of total labour force 

is dependent on agriculture and related activities. Prompt procurement of farmers produce at 

MSP and cash payment will help them in crises. Government should ensure timely provision 

of seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, machineries’,credit on easy terms to help farmers. 
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 Facilities required and their availability 

The Various information sources, facilities provided by college.  
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